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had, it was true, matured the plots, schemes, and intrigues
of the conspirators, by which the South was prostrated
and the whole country had become demoralized.  But he
could now in a measure rouse the South and the better
portion of the country, and to some extent retrieve past
error, by sweeping out the whole batch of generals who were
governing the States of the South in violation of the Con-
stitution and had made themselves part of the usurping
conspiracy.   There is a deliberate conspiracy to subject
the executive department to the legislative.    Congress
has, in defiance of the Constitution, passed a law which
is subversive of the States and the Federal Government,
and they have designated the President as the instrument
to destroy the Constitution which he has sworn to defend.
Why consent to be that illegal instrument?   He had en-
deavored to carry out the Reconstruction Act under the
theory of the Attorney-General, whose construction of
the law was that the military were a mere police force,
subordinate to the civil authorities, or to act cooperat-
ively with them; but since Congress, at its late session,
had placed the military above the civil power, virtually
assailed the State Governments, and openly, trampled on
the Constitution, he would be justified in refusing to be
their instrument or to take part in that outrage.

They might in this Radical House, under their gag rules,
prefer articles of impeachment; possibly the Senate
might, in its partisan violence convict, but I doubted it.
At all events, the great questions, involving the welfare
of the government and the preservation of the principles
on which it was founded, would be fully discussed, public
attention would be drawn to the subject, and the danger
understood. At present, the people seem dull, passive,
and indifferent to what so nearly concerns them. At the
worst he would be sacrificed for adhering with fidelity
to the Constitution, but his historic record would be worth
more than any office. If his appeal to the country could
not be responded to until there was an election, he need